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T H E  T H E A T R E  R O Y A L 
P R E S E N T S

Playgoers Future Productions
‘Ladies Down Under’

Sequel to ‘Ladies Day’
by Amanda Whittington

7th - 11th October

‘Peter Pan’
Theatre Stars present 

A Dance Spectacular
Sunday 26th October 6.00pm

Tickets: Susan Houghton 
07738277997

‘The Lost Boy’
by Millie Hardy-Simms

Happy Thoughts Drama Company
THURSDAY 30TH OCTOBER

Performance 6.30pm

“Only Fools and Boycie”
An Evening with John Challis

(‘Boycie’ from Only Fools and Horses)
29th October

“When Did You Last See Your Trousers”
by Ray Galton and John Antrobus

2nd- 6th December

‘GALLIARDA’ 
12th December

Renaissance and Baroque music from Byrd to Handel

Full details of the Playgoers Calendar can be found on our website
www.workington-playgoers.org.uk

“The Ghost of Tommy Atkins”

by Lawrence Nelson

A WW1 Experience

Tues 9th, Wed 10th, Thurs 11th September 

7.30pm  -  Tickets £7 

A Help for Heroes &

The Royal British Legion Charity Event

Please be aware that during the performance there will be flashes, loud 
noises and smoke to simulate the shelling of the trenches. 

http://www.workington-playgoers.org.uk
http://www.workington-playgoers.org.uk
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Back Stage and Front of House

Geoffrey Hall..............................................Presenter

Ron Dickens............................................Tommy’s pal

Director............................................Gwyneth Savage

 Stage Manager       Geoff Brinicombe
 Props                                   Anne Chambers 
 Lighting & Sound                 Charlotte Cuthell & Rod Earl
 Wardrobe                            Helen Earl
           
 Front of House Managers
 Foyer                                   Glynn Scurr 
 Bar                                        Heather Scholey
  
 Set Design and Build 
 Geoff Brinicombe            Gordon Rushton
 Ian Turner                           Gwyneth Savage
 Simon Guilford     David Brooks

`The Ghost Of Tommy Atkins` is a story about two boyhood friends who 
patriotically enlist as riflemen in a British army infantry Pals Battalion to 
fight for their country during the First World War. 

Only one returns home but they both meet again once a year. Their one 
and only battle began in the trenches of France on the 1st July 1916 at 
the Battle of The Somme.

Just Who Is, Or Was Tommy Atkins?

‘O it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ Tommy go away
But it’s “Thank you Mister Atkins,” when the band begins to play,

The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,
O it’s Thank you Mister Atkins,” when the band begins to play’

`Tommy` is of course immortalised in the poem by Rudyard Kipling in which he is criticising 
what used to be the attitude of the British public towards the ordinary British soldier early 
in the last century, part of which is reproduced above.  He was great when he was needed 
to defend the Empire and was otherwise ignored, but just WHO is, or was, Tommy Atkins?

The term ̀ Tommy Atkins`, or more often just `Tommy`, has been used to describe a British 
soldier since at least the 1740s, perhaps earlier.

The surname Atkins is thought to be old English for `little red earth` and there is a school 
of thought that believes this name was chosen because of the Redcoats worn by British 
Infantry.

Others say that there actually was a Tommy Atkins, or several  in fact, who served as 
Private soldiers down the years.  For example there is mention of a Private Tommy Atkins 
who, during the Indian Sepoy Rebellion of 1845 remained at his post as a rearguard, 
whilst his comrades escaped, and was later killed at his position.  An Army Chaplain, the 
Reverend E. J. Hardy, wrote of the incident in his diary and recorded the name.  During 
the remainder of the Rebellion any soldier who displayed courage beyond what is normally 
expected of him was said to be “doing a Tommy Atkins”.

There is yet another explanation in that the name was chosen at random and inserted into 
the private soldier`s pay book as an example of how to fill  in his personal details although 
this example only originates roughly from the early 1900s when soldiers were issued with 
pay books.

 Whatever the source, `Tommy` is universally recognised as the nickname of any 
British soldier.

Cast

Playgoers would like to thank all those who have given them items 
for their WW1 exhibition.


